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The greater mildness of winters observable in the temperate zone during the last hundred years, 
accompanied by an increase in atmospheric circulation, has, during the last fifteen years, led to an 

extraordinary rise in temperature in the arctic regions, which in its turn has been accompanied by a corresponding 
retreat of the ice and a higher temperature in 
the sea. Just as, in the region from which the 
Gulf Stream springs, measurements of water 
temperature indicate a rise of about 0.5°C in 
the last ten years, there has also been found a 
like increase in surface temperature in the 
English Channel. Fifty-years series of 
temperatures from off-lying Norwegian 
coastal stations clearly manifest a similar 
warming, and it is therefore indubitable that 
the transport of the warm water of the Gulf 
Stream from Florida to its entry into the 
arctic has increased to a noteworthy extent. 
In this respect it appears to be a question of a 
secular period in the variation of atmospheric 
circulation of some 225 years duration, 
which seems at this juncture to have attained 
its maximum. 
 

 
 

 
 


